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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils listen to their teachers and try hard. They can explain the difference between 
bullying and friendship fallouts. Pupils feel that teachers deal with the small number 
of bullying incidents better than they did last year. Incidents of bullying are low. 
Pupils feel safe in school. 
 
Most pupils are fascinated by the subjects they study. They especially enjoy gaining 
new knowledge about the past, great thinkers and creators and different places. 
Pupils are keen to succeed. They also know that ‘they may make mistakes, which 
helps them to learn’. A small number of pupils struggle too much with the work they 
are given. This is because the support they receive is not always effective. 
 
Pupils also enjoy activities that give them a broader knowledge of the world. For 
example, they like debating current affairs issues in class. Many contribute positively 
to the local and wider community, for example, they raise money for local charities, 
such as the foodbank. 
 
The school has developed several pupil-leadership roles relating to subjects, and to 
important issues, such as equalities. Pupils are proud of the roles they have been 
given and can explain their importance. Pupils also participate in a wide range of 
clubs, including science club. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Over the past year, and following the previous inspection, leaders and staff have 
successfully improved many aspects of the school.  
 
Senior leaders and subject leaders have developed a very ambitious curriculum. It 
enables pupils, and children in early years, to gain new knowledge and understand 
big concepts. Pupils can apply their knowledge meaningfully across a broad range of 
subjects. For example, in geography, pupils learn about the physical and human 
features of large European cities. They use this knowledge to make meaningful 
comparisons between the way Paris and London have developed as capital cities. 
Teaching approaches enable most pupils to learn and remember new knowledge. In 
the early years, teaching is carefully planned. It enables children to gain the big 
subject-specific ideas needed for future success. For example, children learn about 
concepts linked to measurements or time such as ‘longer’ and ‘shorter.’ However, 
during play activities adults do not always introduce new vocabulary to children who 
struggle to acquire new words as well as they might. 
 
The curriculum for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is 
ambitious. Teachers and assistants adapt teaching approaches so that pupils with 
SEND can understand important content. For instance, staff introduce topics to small 
groups of targeted pupils before the lesson (pre-teaching) and revisit them after the 
lesson (post-teaching). Adapted teaching approaches work better in some classes 
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than others. Some teachers and teaching assistants have not received sufficient 
training on this aspect of their work. 
 
Leaders have successfully developed reading across the school. They have 
implemented new approaches to teaching phonics. Pupils and children practise 
making the sounds that letters make and blending them together. Over time, pupils 
blend sounds with increasing speed and accuracy. This is because staff ensure pupils 
have lots of practice. Assessment strategies enable staff to precisely identify any 
gaps pupils may have in their phonic knowledge. In key stage 2, pupils read texts 
that have challenging language use and use literary language. Work in books show 
that pupils learn about writers’ lives and how their experiences can inform the 
themes writers choose to explore. Curriculum developments have focused more on 
reading than writing. As a consequence, in some classes, the range of writing that 
pupils undertake is too narrow. Pupils write a great number of non-fiction texts like 
letters. However, the writing curriculum does not enable pupils to gain expertise in 
narrative texts. 
 
Behaviour in class is impressive. Pupils enjoy school and their attendance is high. 
Pupils follow instructions given by teachers and teaching assistants. Staff are 
currently developing their expertise in supporting pupils with additional behavioural 
needs. They have received some training, but leaders rightly have plans for staff to 
receive further training to improve this aspect of their work further. Over the past 
year, the bullying policy has been amended. The policy details the signs of bullying. 
It also clearly outlines the processes that staff should follow in response to any 
concerns about pupil interactions. As a result, staff responses to any concerns raised 
about the way pupils interact are more consistent. 
 
Leaders have improved the curriculum for personal, social and emotional education. 
The content focuses on building healthy relationships as well as exploring peer-on-
peer abuse, and the definition of bullying. Leaders have developed many aspects of 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural education, especially spiritual education. The 
strong curriculum in religious education gives pupils deep insight into the beliefs 
held by a range of religions. Pupils participate in ‘circle time’ in class in which they 
discuss issues that arise from an ethical viewpoint.   
 
The multi-academy trust (MAT) has supported the school’s leaders in strengthening 
relationships with parents. Leaders have set up a parent advisory board to gain a 
better insight into parents’ views. School and MAT leaders know that there is more 
work needed to reach parents who do not engage positively with school. They have 
strong plans in place to achieve this. MAT leaders’ evaluations of where the school’s 
strengths and areas for improvement lie are accurate and discerning. They support 
leaders in moving the school forward. Staff also feel well supported by school and 
trust leaders, including with workload. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Leaders have improved 
safeguarding training for staff. It now has a greater focus on local safeguarding 
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issues. As a consequence, staff are knowledgeable about the safeguarding risks 
associated with the school’s locality. They also know the signs that indicate that 
pupils are involved in risky behaviours, such as county lines. The school has worked 
closely with parents to develop their understanding of how children can stay safe 
when online. 
 
The designated safeguarding lead checks all safeguarding concerns thoroughly and 
where appropriate refers concerns to the local authority. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Adaptions that are intended to enable pupils with SEND to access the curriculum, 

such as pre- and post-teaching are not always well implemented. This means that 
some pupils with SEND struggle to undertake the tasks they are given. Teachers 
and assistants need more training in implementing planned adaptions so that they 
are consistently effective and enable all pupils with SEND to benefit from the 
school’s ambitious curriculum. 

 Pupils do not write in a wide enough range of styles and forms. In particular, they 
do not write enough narrative texts. Leaders need to review the writing 
curriculum so that it enables pupils to build their expertise in writing narratives. 
They need to use the challenging narrative texts that pupils read as models for 
pupils’ own writing. 

 When children are involved in activities as part of continuous provision in the 
early years, adults do not always ask questions that extend children’s vocabulary 
knowledge. Leaders should make sure that planning includes well thought-out 
opportunities to develop children’s vocabulary. They should also make sure that 
adults working in early years are trained so that they know how to introduce 
children to new vocabulary during play activities.   

 

How can I feedback my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 
  

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 138163 

Local authority Doncaster  

Inspection number 10226861 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 297 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Marcus Isman-Egal 

Headteacher Claire Robinson 

Website www.barnbydunprimaryacademy.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 7 and 8 July 2021, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 

 The school joined Brighter Futures Learning Partnership Trust in 2019. 

 The role of special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is part of the 
permanent deputy headteacher’s role. In her absence, the role is currently being 
carried out by an acting SENCo. 

 The chair of the local governing board has been in post for three weeks. 

 The school does not use alternative provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met with senior leaders and subject leaders. An inspector met with the 
acting SENCo and with a group of teaching and support staff. 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Barnby Dun Primary Academy 

12 and 13 July 2022 7 
 

 

 Inspectors held a meeting with the chair of the local governing board. They also 
met online with trustees of the MAT and separately in person with the chief 
executive officer for the MAT. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: English (early reading and 
key stage 2 reading and writing), mathematics, science, art, and history. For each 
deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a 
sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning 
and looked at samples of pupils’ work. The lead inspector also listened to a 
sample of pupils read to a familiar adult.  

 The lead inspector met with the designated safeguarding lead to review a range 
of documents, including the school’s single central record and the school’s log of 
safeguarding incidents. Inspectors also spoke to staff about how they keep pupils 
safe. 

 Inspectors scrutinised a range of other documentation, including records of pupils’ 
behaviour and leaders’ evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors spoke informally to pupils to gather their views on school life. They 
also talked to parents at the start of the school day. 

 Inspectors spoke to two parents on the telephone and met with the parent 
advisory group.  

 To gather parents’ views, inspectors took account of the views of 117 parents 
from Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View, including 80 free-text 
comments and responses from staff and pupil surveys. 

 

Inspection team 

Sarah Hubbard, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Helen Hussey Ofsted Inspector 

Jo Robinson Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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